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“Please let us know what improvements you would like to see in your neighborhood.”

Resilient Bridgeport held an open house on March 24th at the workspace at 7 Middle Street. 

Following is a brief summary and the comments received in response to the question posed by 
Michael Santoro of the Connecticut Department of Housing.
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ENGAGEMENT: 
Involve South End community in Resilient 
Bridgeport planning and implementation 
of pilot infrastructure improvements.

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS: 
Design more visually appealing and 
connected community with multi-use 
green spaces.

COMMUNITY BUILDING: 
Support our community goals of safe 
streets, clean air and water, affordable 
rental and owner-occupied housing, 
quality food, preservation of historic 
resources, and development of vacant 
properties. 

PARTNERSHIPS & CONTINUITY: 
Work towards continuity and partnering, 
including leveraging investments, to 
support community development in 
adjacent neighborhoods.

SUMMARY

The following pages contain transcribed comments from participants during and after the Open House.

Open House Community Comment 
Summary Draft for Discussion:
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Affordable housing

GENERAL COMMENTS

Can this project engage 
the people uptown to take 
an interest in downtown? 
Greater connectivity?

How can we leverage 
flood protection to 
greater connectivity?

Reclaim empty lots for 
community gardens

Quality food market 
downtown

Visually appealing 
projects with 
inter-community 
connectors. 
Road/ Car/ Water. 
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LOCATION SPECIFIC COMMENTS

Need storm surge 
gate here

Reclaim as 
recreational space

Reclaim these 
industrial areas as 
we become residents

Opportunities to 
leverage flood control 
with community 
gardens wanted

Existing 
community garden

Bike path (connecting 
to uptown)
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LOCATION SPECIFIC COMMENTS

Seaside Village has 
100 year old cast iron 
sewer lines that are in 
bad shape. We have to 
separate laterals too. 

Seaside Village needs 
assistance in making 
improvements including 
building repairs, parking 
lot repairs and repairs to 
the back field. 

 “The Cottages” are about 20 +/- houses some “historic” 
(all flooded and at risk. Homeowners cannot sell and 
have lost property and home value due to risk. Generally 
property owners cannot afford elevation (some benefited 
from Sandy grants, partially). Most homeowners cannot 
afford insurance. 
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LOCATION SPECIFIC COMMENTS

92-94 Howard Ave. Relocation of O&G Concrete 
Process Plant: While this location is technically in the 
West End, the wind patterns blow westward - directly 
into the South End. Aside from the obvious health 
concerns of airborne contaminants and aesthetics, the 
dust and settlement of other toxins on the 251 historic 
homes of Seaside Village is in total disregard to its 
standing on the national registry of historic places. 
And one of Bridgeport’s few architectural landmarks. 

750 South Ave. Biomedical Waste Processing: Lots 
of concern about how nearby residential community 
be protected from this waste product in the event of a 
severe storm water event and hurricane. This location 
has flooded with a minimum of 4-5 feet during Irene and 
Sandy. Biomedical waste processing here is disturbing 
and seems very irresponsible. 
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LOCATION SPECIFIC COMMENTS

The City of Bridgeport is 
required to update its Natural 
Hazard Mitigation Plan in 
2018-2019.  The MetroCOG 
Regional NHMP is up for 
update in 2019. Funds could 
be available to both entities 
if they were to propose a 
model. Does Bridgeport have 
a designated flood plain 
manager dealing with this 
issue?

Sidewalks around Iranistan 
are in terrible condition and 
should be widened and 
upgraded.

The area behind the 
liquor store on Iranistan 
is used by drug dealers 
and alcoholics, who hang 
out there.  Eliminating the 
liquor store and that area 
could be beneficial to the 
neighborhood. 

Concern that there is not 
enough neighborhood play 
space for neighborhood 
children.  In the summer 
children end up playing in 
the middle of the streets, 
which is not a safe condition 
for them and impedes 
traffic as well.  Gregory 
Street especially could use 
more open space for kids.  
Seaside Park is too far for 
young children and not the 
right kind of space – “tot 
lots” would be preferable. 
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Don’t leave out 
the East End 
of Bridgeport in 
your next plans.  

Reclaim these 
industrial areas for use 
by common man-made 
mountains for skiing.

EAST END LOCATION

I want all kinds 
of personal 
watercraft in 
this harbor!

Significant 
concern about 
East End 
resiliency.

Need storm surge gate.



If you have additional ideas or want to expand 
on the ideas shared at the Open House, please 
send a note to info@resilientbridgeport.com

Facebook.com/resilientbridgeport
Twitter.com/ResilientBPCT


